
 

 

Global Health and International Education Exchange Faculty Forum 
 

Agenda 
Thursday, September 23, 2021, 12:00 

In person HEB 2211 or 
by ZOOM https://zoom.us/j/93779023739  Meeting ID: 937 7902 3739 

In Attendance: Dean Akinwuntan, Kimberly Connelly, Dr. Anthony Kovac, Dr. Babalola Faseru, 
Dr. Colleen Loo-Gross, Dr. Deepika Polineni, Dr. Gustavo Blanco, Dr. Hao Zhu, Dr. Harshdeep 

Acharya, Dr. Isaac Opole, Dr. Jacob Sosnoff, Dr. Jeff Radel, Dr. Jerrihlyn McGee, Dr. Jill Peltzer, 
Dr. Jim Butterworth, Dr. John Chen, Dr. Lisa Mische-Lawson, Dr. Mani Mani, Dr. Mario Castro, 

Dr. Raj Mitra, Dr. Samuel Ofei-Dodoo, Dr. Sarah Kessler,  
Terry Erisman, Stacie Rader, Alexa Smith 

 
1. Greeting: Dean Akinwuntan (5 minutes) 

a. Welcome  
i. Thank you each one of you for joining us today.  

ii. Recording will be available after for anyone who missed today. 
2. Website update – Dean Akinwuntan, Terry Erisman, and Kimberly Connelly 

a. Terry was asked to create a new section of Profiles for those who completed the 
REDCap. 

b. Added link for REDCap submission on the profiles page. 
c. Example completed profile Michelle Cochran, DNP. Information is about GH 

activities with a link to faculty bio.  
d. Global Map is being updated to reflect current activity. 
e. Website was previously under the Office of Community Engagement. We 

received permission to take ownership of the page so we are able to update 
content more easily. 

f. Review redcap to capture faculty research and exchange activity 
i. https://redcap.kumc.edu/surveys/?s=Y79LMDWELM 

g. Updates to the Global Health Education and Resource Library pages as well. 
h. There will be multiple links on the webpage to the OIP website. 
i. Website’s intended audience is both external and internal audiences. Meant to 

help promote our GH and Exchange initiatives. 

https://zoom.us/j/93779023739
https://redcap.kumc.edu/surveys/?s=Y79LMDWELM


3. Journal Club idea, format and discussion – Dr. Jill Peltzer
a. Discuss articles.
b. Attend webinars.
c. Comments

i. Dr. McGee can share format from a CMH journal club she attended 
recently.

ii. Dr. Kessler suggested quarterly as a starting point.
iii. Possibly afterhours?
iv. Engage/include country partners/students in club.
v. Dr. Kovac began a quarterly Global Health group for those in 

Anesthesiology/Nurse Anesthesia both domestically and internationally. 
The journal club would be well received by our partners.

4. 12:30 Presentations on GH and IEE activities during the Pandemic – Challenges and 
Opportunities (10 minutes). -Dr. Mario Castro

a. Looking forward to being a part of this group.
b. Dr. Jim Butterworth invited Drs. Castro and Fernando Marino to give two Zoom 

presentations for Guatemala partner on acute COVID-19 treatment and vaccine 
education. Both presentations were given in Spanish. Vaccination rate in 
Guatemala has gone from 0.1% to 7%.

c. Dr. Castro has been going to Honduras for 20 years. Originally began as a mission 
trip.

i. Helped build a hospital in a rural area.
ii. Visiting physician teams only provide specialty care that is unavailable in 

Honduras. The specialty care is for adults and pediatrics.
iii. Local teams create a list of those who need the specialty care in advance 

for the group.
iv. Model provides simultaneous education and research.
v. Published study with local university as a partner.

5. Review ravel Updates and Travel registration – Stacie Rader, Program Manager OIP, (5 
minutes)

i. Travel Registration, Domestic and International Travel
1. We are asking all travel to be registered so we can help keep you 

updated on regulations regarding COVID-19.
2. https://www.kumc.edu/office-of-international-programs/register-

travel.html
3. Stacie, srader@kumc.edu  is the main contact for travel 

registration.
4. She will then follow up with the individual regarding the necessary 

steps for their travel.

https://www.kumc.edu/office-of-international-programs/register-travel.html
https://www.kumc.edu/office-of-international-programs/register-travel.html
mailto:srader@kumc.edu


5. OIP is working to streamline the Travel Advisory Petition regarding 
the COVID-19 Travel Advisory.  

ii. Foundations of Global Health Series 
1. Building repository bank of speakers.  
2. Fill out REDCap if you are interested in presenting. 

https://redcap.kumc.edu/surveys/?s=9A43NNW3RW  
3. https://www.kumc.edu/office-of-international-programs/events-

and-programming/foundations-of-global-health-series.html  
4. Contact Alexa Smith with questions, asmith5@kumc.edu.  

6. Open Discussion 
a. Dr. Kessler shared: Approaches to Combat COVID-19 in Low- and Middle-Income 

Countries Workshop  
https://academicmedicaleducation.com/meeting/approaches-combat-covid-19-
LMIC-
workshop?utm_source=Newsletter&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=LMICt
ext2209  

b. Welcome, Dr. Harshdeep Acharya! Dr. Acharya is here working with Dr. Kessler 
on research. 

7. Next meeting – November 18, 12-1pm 
a. Continuing with hybrid format. 

 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Alexa Smith 
International Partnerships and Programs Coordinator 
KUMC Office of International Programs 
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